PECAN CREEK TIMELINE

10/13/1981
Pecan Creek Flooding

01/04/2005
U.S. Rep. Michael C. Burgess, M.D. sworn in for Gainesville, Texas

03/18/2005
Burgess submits project in FY2006 E&W request

03/23/2005
Burgess Staff encourages Corps to complete the Feasibility Study 

11/19/2005
FY06 E&W Appropriations bill signed into law with moratorium for signing new PCAs

01/30/2006
Feasibility Study completed (not yet approved)

03/15/2006
Burgess submits project as his top priority in FY07 E&W request 

03/2006
Burgess meets with Col. Minahan to discuss approval of the Feasibility Study  

 

04/12/2006
Burgess Staff meets with House E&W Appropriations Committee to discuss Pecan Creek funding

05/24/2006
Burgess discusses Pecan Creek funding and modifying PCA moratorium with Senator Hutchison

06/2006  
Feasibility Study receives final approval and Fort Worth District receives $330,000 in reprogrammed funds to initiate design and engineering phase.  According to Corps staff, these funds are attributable to Burgess' interest in the project.

09/12/2006
Burgess meets with Army Corps Chief of Civil Programs Gary Lowe to discuss funding for Pecan Creek

09/25/2006
Burgess sends letters to Senator Hutchison and House Appropriations Committee Chairman Hobson to request policy decisions (regarding PCA moratorium and project prioritization methodology) that will be favorable to Pecan Creek.  

01/29/2007
Burgess has a conference call with Gary Lowe to discuss possible funding for Pecan Creek under the FY07 Year-long CR.  

02/5/2007
Burgess/Staff organized meetings with House Majority/Minority Subcommittee Appropriations Staff, Rep. Granger staff, and Sen. Hutchison staff

03/1/2007
Burgess discussed Pecan Creek again with General Dorko and learns that Pecan Creek may be able to move forward with the PCA for Construction

03/16/2007
Burgess submits to E&W as top priority for FY08

03/20/2007
OMB approves the Corps FY07 Workplan, which includes $389,000 to complete the plans and specifications phase.

06/19/2007
Burgess speaks on the floor, after flooding in Gainesville on 6/18, urging funds for Pecan Creek in the final Energy and Water bill

06/22/2007
Dallas Division Office forwards PCA to DC HQ, where Gary Lowe (Head of the Civil Division for Army Corps) has already arranged a streamlined process (cutting through the DC approval/OMB red tape) to go directly to the House and Senate Appropriations Committees for approval of the PCA Waiver Request.  This request should arrive on the hill by early next week.


Burgess staff contacts House Appropriations Committee staff to make them aware of the forthcoming PCA Waiver request and to reiterate the urgency and importance of fully funding the project in FY08.
